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- For the Protestant

Woodbridge Irrigation Distriet - (Gilbert L. Jones
(Sherwood Beckman

EXAMINER - GORDON ZANDER, Prlnclpal Hydrauliec Zngineer, Division of Water
Resources, Department of Public Works, for EDWARD WYATT State Engzineer,

Also Pregent: William Gianelli, dssistant Hydraulic Engineer, Division of
Water Resour"es, Department of Public Works, :

o0o

OPINION

GENERAL DESCRIPTICH OF THE PROPCSED DEVELOPMENT

Application 11977 was filed by Paul L. Otabell in the names of .

Paul L, Stabell or Vicla A, Stabsll, on July 9, 1947. It contemplates a
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diversica of 1,2 cubic feet per seccnd, from May 15 to October 15 of each season,
for the purpose of irrigatidn. The proposed peoint of diversion is ﬁithin the
SW: SWE: of Section 16, T 4 N, R 8 E, M.D.B. & M. and the proposed place of use is

an area of 90 acres, distributed among subdivisions of the same township, as

follows:
6 acres within the SWk SWi of Section 16
4 n " u SE% 5',,% ] i 14
40 " ] n NWE-; NW& [} 1) 21
15 i ] W NEA Nk oo " 21
- S B T v g g o2
15 n. 1" i SE,J; m\% f n 2

: Diversion.is prdposed by pumping directly from the river by a plant of 4LCOO gallons
per minute capacity, éslivering_into an earth canai, 3500 feet long. The crops to
be irrigated are general crops and riparian right is also claimed, applicablé to
the same project, The applicant asserts that he owns both the site of thé proposed

diversion and the place of proposed use.

PROTEST

The Woodbridge Irrigation District protests on the ground that no un-

" appropriated water exists in Mokelumne River during the irrigation season of

normal years, The protestant District claims to divert the entire flow of the
Mokeluﬁne River at Woodbridge at such times, for its own purposes, aﬁd argues that

~ any diversion such as proposed under Application 11977 would deprive it Sf water to
which it has a prior right. The protestant asserts a right based u?on a prior appro-
priation and upon diversion and actual use for over 30 years in the irrigation of

E 1&,000 acres; claiming that in excess of LOO cubic feet per second are diverted cur-
fently and that both the amount diverted and the area irrigated ‘will increése apace

with future increase in'demand.



The applicants in answer imply that they possess riparian rights and

deny thét-the protestant District uses all the water flowing in Mokelurne EBiver,

TIHEARING HELD IN ACCCARDANCE UITH THE WATER COLE

Application 11977 was.completed in accordance with the Water Code and
the Rules and Regulatlons ct the Division of Water Hesources and being proteated
was set for public hearing under the provisions of Article 13, Section 733(3) of
. the Califorﬁia Administrative Code on Tﬁesday, April 6, 1948, in the Supervisors!
Room, County Court House, Stockten, California,  Of.this hearing'the-applicants.-
- and proﬁestant wer2 duly notified, |

GENERAL DISCUSSION

The Mokelumne River originates at the Sierra sumﬁit, and carriss ceriain
dfainage thérefrom, as wéll as that derived from its lower tfibutaries, into San
.Jo;quin River, near Walnut Grove, Despite partial regulation of flow at'Pa:dee
Dam and elsewhere, the fluctuations of this streaﬁ are considerable. Diversions_
are nuﬁerous and scome of them, large. However, only two protests were filed against
Application 11977 and one of these - a protest by Woodbridge Water Users Association
. wasg withdrawn prior to the hearing, | |
| Almost immediately below the protestant's intake, the U. 3. Geplogical
Surfey maintains a gaging staticn (Mokelumne River at Woodbridge); and about a mile
upstrear from the applicants' proposed point of diversiom the same agency maintains
another gaging station (Mokelumne River near Clements), The areas tributary to
.these two gagiﬁg stations are 644 squaré miles and 630 square miles, respectively,
and discharzes according to the published fedcrd are, on average, 6f the order of

698 second-feet at Woodbridze and 855 second-feet near Clemeﬁts; ' The .record éhows
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that the summer flow near Clements has been greater than that at Woodbridge, a cir-

cumstance possibly due to sizable diversions from Mokelumne Ri?er_between these
rlocations. | |
_:Discharges during the summer months naturally are much less than the
all-year éverages, and the record shows an ali—tﬁme low of C.9 secﬁndéfoot at
_ Wbodbridgé. Ordinarily, however, quantities passing Woodbridge, even during the
tdry" monﬁhs, have been gsubstantial; théy have averaged well beyond the amount asked
for in Application 11977, and they occurred downstream from the Protestant?é intake,
During the season ending September 30, 1947, the mcs£ recent season of record and &
ralstively "dry" cne, an unpublished U.3. Geblogical Survey rebérd indicates that

uvantities passing the Woodbridge zaze during the irrigating months, were as
e~ S%5 'S =] S 2 ]

follows:
Month © Monthly Average Least Daily Avefagg
. May - o : 2443 seccnd-feet 10 second-feet
Jme : 13 . l i) [ ll H . 1
July 214 ¢ " } 13 n 1]
August 56.3 n _u 23 B [ 1]
September 18,0 ¢ " 3L n "

- S¢ far as information has been adduced to the contrarf, the.applicant could have
.diverted the amount which he applied for, during this recent dry season, without
injury to tha protes£ant.

The protest sets forth that "throughout the irrigation seagon prcbably
both the diversion and the lands irrizated will btecome greater as the economic:
demand for water increases . . .". In this connection it is highly frobable that
latent rignts exist along Mokeluﬁne River, as on many othér streams,which, if
-exercised in fuller degrez, may well abscrb the apparent sufpluses reflected by

the Woodbridge gagings. Admittedly, Application 11977 is relatively low in
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prierity and there is no assurance that use based on approval thereof will be

uninterrupted if or when the latent rights mehtioned are asserted, Again, there

is unéertainty as to vested rights on Mokelumne Hiver on the reach beiow Woodbridge,
alqng which considerable irrigaticn is known tc be practiced, However, no user
along this reash has protested Application 11377 end the.data are altogether too
meager to establish that £he divarsion of 1.2 cubic feet per second ﬁroposed.under
that application at a peint some 12 miles above Woodbridge will'ofdinérily affect
diversicns under establishad righté aleng the Mokelume below Woodbridge. It is
concluded therelcre, in the light of such‘infcrmation as can be adduced; that
surpluses of the order sought in this instance commonly, although probably noﬁ
constantly, exist at the locaticn-at wnich the applicants in the case at issue

prOpose to divert,

SUMMARY AND CCHCLUSIONS

There are at times unappropriated waters in Mokelumne River at the
location at which the applicant proposes to appropriate, which may be taken and
used without injury to the prctestant cor to other vested righté. The application

should be approved, subject to the usual terms and conditions.

OCRIER

Application 11977 for a permit to appropriate water héving been filed

with the Division of Water desources as above stated, a protest having been

filed, a public hearing heving been held and the State Zngineer now being fully

informed in the premiges:
IT IS HEREBY CRDERED that Application 11977 be approved and that a

permit be issued to the applicants, subject to such of the usual terms and

conditions as may be appropriate;




WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Department of Publiec Works

of the State of California this _25th day of _August 1948,

St

Edward Hyatt, State Engineer




